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Mr. Smith began his education at a one-room schoolhouse in Brunswick 
NY.  From there he went to Knickerbacker Middle School and then on to 
Lansingburgh HS.  

While in HS Dave played football and was selected as an All City football 
player, pitched for the baseball team, played trombone in the school band and 
orchestra, sang in the choir and claims he holds the record for attending the most 
proms in the area.  

Dave left HS during his senior year, signed up for the Army, believing that one 
day he would return to obtain his high school diploma.  Being a true Patriot, he 
followed his Uncle’s example and became a Paratrooper in the 101st Airborne 
(“Screaming Eagles”).  During his time overseas in the military, Dave obtained 
his GED but still had his plan set to return to Lansingburgh HS and receive 
his diploma.  

After his time serving our country, Dave moved to Speigletown NY, started his 
family and became an active member of the Speigletown volunteer fire 
department and a Supervisor at Norton Company in Watervliet. 

Never one afraid to take a chance, he moved his family to NH and operated a 
successful business.  While in NH, he obtained his pilot’s license and purchased 
a small plane to get back to upstate NY often to enjoy his passion of hunting and 
fishing.  Engine failure caused his plane to crash and it is said that his heroic 
measures in handling the situation, saved the life of his passenger.  

Upon retirement, Dave returned to NY, obtained his guide license to start a 
fishing charter business and built a log home in Greenwich NY.  Currently he 
enjoys fishing, telling fish stories and spending time with family and close friends.  

Although this bio is somewhat of a “laundry list” of Dave’s achievements over the 
years, there are countless more.  This evening, he can check off one more 
achievement as he receives his High School Diploma from Lansingburgh High 
School.   Here with him tonight is his proud family and two of his best friends that 
are graduates from Lansingburgh High Class of 1959. 
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